32                   BATTLE   OF   WHITE   PLAINS.

the fire of the American batteries, which were*
very ill served. From this we inarched to White
Plains,, being informed that 15,000 American
troops were entrenched there.

ef On the 28thj the army, in two columns,
inarched towards their position,, and here, for the
first time,, we were tranquil spectators of the fight,
except,, indeed, as far as our anxiety for our friends
and comrades was concerned. I had a brother
in peril,, till then unknown to him. Thanks be to
God that he behaved like a man, and escapee I un-
hurt. May he ever display the same spirit with
the same result*

"The Americans behaved in the most das-
tardly manner, for, though they at first made a
show of resistance, no sooner was our second bri-
gade ordered to advance, than they gave way
with such precipitation, that they escaped to the
heights before (far men could reach them* They
acknowledge,, however, to have lost in killed and
wounded 600; ours was 200, Two days after
this engagement they abandoned the heights,
without attempting to defend them,

" On the 5th of November we commenced our
retreat from White Plains, and marched very
leisurely to Fort Washington, on New York island.
After some halts, we were ordered on the 16th of
November to attack the neighbouring heights.,
preparatory to investing it, which we very noon
effected, and ere landing received terms of cupitu-